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MISSION STATEMENT

The Indiana State Teachers Association is a professional
association organized to sustain quality public education,
improve students' education opportunities and advance

the professional status of educators.

PURPOSE

To develop and organize members as leaders,
professionals and active citizens to improve the
professional status of educators and educational

opportunities for Hoosier kids.

GOALS

Unified voice - we are stronger together. 
Economic security and professional working
conditions for educators. 
Premier public education system that serves all
kids regardless of ZIP code, culture or ability. 

OUR ASSOCIATION

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

Build strong locals. 
Increase membership and engagement.
Advocate for educational issues.  
Fight for racial and social justice.
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SPONSORS



Do your employees know the
value of their total compensation? 

SB-33204-0421

American Fidelity Assurance Company

Customized Benefits

Employee Benefits Education

Open Enrollment Administration

Partner with us to help educate
and retain your people.

We believe that when employees understand their total
compensation, they’re less likely to move employers.
American Fidelity delivers on-site benefits education and answers
employee benefits questions year-round, so you don’t have to. 

Margaret Barkocy, State Manager
Michelle Stevens, State Manager
Michael Marshall, State Manager
Megan Garton, Account Development Manager
317-871-2480

We can help!
Contact us today. 
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It is with deep gratitude and immense pride that I welcome you to the fourth
annual Indiana Educators of Color Network Conference, hosted by the Indiana
State Teachers Association. As ISTA president, I am honored to stand with
you in this sacred space—one that celebrates the brilliance, strength and
leadership of educators of color across our state. 
 
This year’s theme, “Still We Rise: Unapologetically,” reflects the strength,
resilience and purpose that educators of color bring to their work every day.
Your role goes far beyond teaching academic content. You inspire confidence,
cultivate belonging and create opportunities for future generations.

You build bridges for students to cross into their full potential. You open doors
that were once shut. You uplift voices that too often go unheard. And in doing
so, you leave a mark not only on classrooms, but on entire communities and
future generations. 
 
This conference is an opportunity to be seen, to be heard and to be
celebrated. It is a time to connect with peers, to grow professionally and
personally and to affirm the importance of your voice in the ongoing work of
equity and justice in education. 
 
Let us use this time together to reflect, rise and reimagine what’s possible.
Whether you’re a veteran educator or new to the profession, your presence
here matters. Your story matters. And your legacy is being written each day—
with courage, compassion and transformative power. Thank you for the
invaluable work you do. Thank you for continuing to lead with purpose and
passion. We are honored to walk beside you in this journey. 
 
In solidarity, 

 
Jennifer Smith-Margraf
ISTA President
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Dear Conference Participants,

Welcome to the 2026 Indiana State Teachers Association Educators of
Color Conference! It is with great excitement, pride and gratitude that
we welcome each of you to this powerful gathering of educators,
leaders, advocates and changemakers from across Indiana and
beyond.

This year's theme, "Still I Rise: Unapologetically," is both a declaration
and a call to action. It honors the resilience, brilliance and strength
that educators of color have demonstrated throughout history and
continue to embody every day in our classrooms, schools,
communities and union spaces. In a time when challenges persist and
voices are often questioned or marginalized, we gather to affirm that
we will continue to rise—not quietly, not conditionally but
unapologetically.

Over the course of this conference, we invite you to learn, connect,
reflect and grow. Engage fully in the conversations, workshops and
networking opportunities. Share your successes, your challenges and
your vision for the future. Build relationships that extend beyond
these conference walls and strengthen the collective power of
educators committed to equity, justice and opportunity for all.

As we gather under the banner of "Still I Rise: Unapologetically," let
us celebrate our accomplishments, honor those who paved the way
and recommit ourselves to the work ahead. Let us rise in our
leadership. Let us rise in our advocacy. Let us rise in our solidarity.
And let us do so with confidence, authenticity and an unwavering
belief in the power of our collective voice.

Thank you for being part of this year's conference. We are honored to
share this space with you and look forward to the inspiration, learning
and community that await us.

Together, we rise. 

In solidarity, 

Yolanda Smith 
Chair, Indiana Educators of Color Network Conference  

WELCOME FROM
CONFERENCE CHAIR



Dear Esteemed Educators, Leaders and Changemakers,

On behalf of the Indiana State Teachers Association’s Racial Affairs
Committee, it is both an honor and a privilege to welcome you to our
fourth annual Educators of Color Conference.

This year’s theme, “Still We Rise: Unapologetically” is more than a
statement—it is a declaration. It reflects the strength, resilience and
brilliance that each of you brings into your classrooms, schools and
communities every single day. In a world that often challenges our
presence, we gather here rooted in truth, uplifted by purpose and
united in our power.

This conference is intentionally designed to be an inspiring, welcoming
and enriching experience. It is a space where your voice matters, your
story is honored and your impact is celebrated. Together, we will
engage in meaningful dialogue, share innovative practices and build
connections that extend far beyond this moment.

As we celebrate the uniqueness that makes us who we are, we also
affirm our collective commitment to equity, excellence and the
transformative power of education. You are not only educators—you
are leaders, advocates and the embodiment of possibility for the
students and communities you serve.

We hope you leave this experience feeling renewed, empowered and
deeply connected to a network of individuals who understand, uplift
and stand alongside you. May this conference pour into you as much as
you continuously pour into others.

Welcome to a space where you can show up fully, authentically and
unapologetically.

Still, we rise—together.

With gratitude and purpose,

Sophia-Grace Stewart & Ronald Swann
Co-Chairs, ISTA Racial Affairs Committee 6

WELCOME FROM
RAC CO-CHAIRS



Download the
conference 
app

ISTA designed a conference
app that will help you have
an enjoyable and stress-
free conference experience. 

Download the app and
engage with fellow
conference attendees,
share your photos and
breakout session take-a-
ways and plan your
conference schedule. 

View the venue map, learn
more about conference
sponsors and more.
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CONFERENCE APP



As an NEA member, did you know you receive $1,000 of term life
insurance at no cost to you? You’re already enrolled in the NEA®
Complimentary Life Insurance Plan, but it’s a good time to make sure
you’ve selected a beneficiary.

When you do, you can have some peace of mind that your loved ones
will receive their benefit in a time of need. This unique benefit helps
ensure educators like you have additional coverage beyond what
may be provided through your district. It’s just one of the many
ways your union membership works hard for you.

A trusted and valuable benefit

Scan the code or go to
neamb.com/mycomp for a
quick and easy path to update
your beneficiary information.

NEA Member*

Exclusive

*Must maintain NEA membership. This coverage is offered to Active, Reserve and Staff members, as well as 
to Life and Retired members who are actively employed in education. 

DT170726 8
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Dr. Tia Trumaine Mills is a special education teacher from
Baton Rouge, La., with more than 20 years of classroom
experience. Dr. Mills was elected to the NEA Executive
Committee in 2025 for a three-year term.

Dr. Mills is the immediate past president of the Louisiana
Association of Educators (LAE) and the youngest person
to serve as president in the association's history. In her
capacity as president of LAE, she served as the official
spokeswoman of LAE where her primary duties included
leading the association's efforts at the Louisiana State
Legislature and the Louisiana Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education meetings.

She also served as local president of the East Baton
Rouge Parish Association of Educators (EBRPAE) for
seven years. As president, Dr. Mills led the association's
efforts in the fight to enhance the salaries of district
employees by convincing the school board to unfreeze
educators' pay schedules. She was also instrumental in
helping increase membership in the local by 30 percent
during her term as EBRPAE President and led the local
association's push for fair standards for the state's
Industrial Tax Exemption Program.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER



KEYNOTE SPEAKER
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Dr. Mills' state-level activism includes her service on the
LAE Board of Directors, as well as the Board of Trustees
for the Teachers Retirement System of Louisiana. In
2017, LAE honored Dr. Mills with the association's top
honor, the LAE Teacher Image Award.

A strong and fierce advocate for students and their
educators, Dr. Mills has received numerous accolades,
including the NAACP’s Benjamin Hooks Keeper of the
Flame Award, the NEA Foundation’s Horace Mann Award,
and recognition as one of Southern University’s “40
Under 40.”

Dr. Mills is affiliated with several professional and civic
organizations, including the Southern University Alumni
Federation, the NAACP, 100 Black Women of Metropolitan
Baton Rouge, and is a proud member of the Tau Kappa
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated.

Dr. Mills believes that the fight for public education and
labor is inseparable from the fight for equity and racial
and social justice. As an adjunct professor at Southern
University in Baton Rouge, she hopes to inspire a new
generation of activist leaders to uphold the NEA’s rich
legacy of fighting for great public schools for every
student.

Dr. Mills earned her Bachelor of Arts in history, Master of
Arts in social science with a concentration in history, and
an alternative certification in special education, all from
Southern University and A&M College. She received her
EdD in higher education and organizational leadership
from Nova Southeastern University.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
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SESSION
DESCRIPTIONS

Want to know more about session presenters?
Review speaker bios by scanning the QR code:
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PGP CERTIFICATE



American Fidelity
Dapper Designs
Horace Mann

Indianapolis Chinese Community Center
LGBTQ+ Caucus

NEA Fund
NEA Member Benefits

Racial Affairs Committee
Twisted Pixie LLC 
The Painted Rose 
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INDIANA 
STATE 
TEACHERS 
ASSOCIATION

150 W. Market St., Suite 900
844-ASK-ISTA | askista@ista-in.org | ista-in.org
/indianastateteachers ista-in.org
@istamembers


	INDIANA EDUCATORS  OF COLOR NETWORK CONFERENCE
	JUNE 11 - 13  INDIANAPOLIS

	OUR ASSOCIATION
	MISSION STATEMENT
	PURPOSE
	GOALS
	STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

	SPONSORS
	Do your employees know the value of their total compensation?
	SB-33204-0421

	WELCOME FROM ISTA PRESIDENT
	WELCOME FROM CONFERENCE CHAIR
	WELCOME FROM RAC CO-CHAIRS
	CONFERENCE APP
	Download the conference  app

	NEA Member* Exclusive
	KEYNOTE SPEAKER
	KEYNOTE SPEAKER
	KEYNOTE SPEAKER
	AGENDA
	AGENDA
	AGENDA
	SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
	SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
	SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
	SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
	SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
	SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
	SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
	PGP CERTIFICATE
	EXHIBITORS

